ORDINANCE 26

Published December 14, 1961, in the Wadena Pioneer Journal, a newspaper published in Wadena, Minnesota.

AN ORDINANCE PRESCRIBING RATES, CHARGES AND REGULATIONS FOR OPERATION OF THE MUNICIPAL SEWER SYSTEM OF THE VILLAGE OF VERNDALE.

Be it ordained by the Council of the Village of Verndale, Minnesota, as follows:

SECTION I

Forthwith upon the completion of the sanitary sewer improvement presently being constructed in the Village, said improvement shall be operated as a public utility of the Village, and the rates, charges, regulation  and provisions of this Ordinance shall be and remain applicable thereto until duly amended.  The Village reserves the right an power to amend this ordinance from time to time as the need therefor propriety thereof arises, and the rates and charges herein specified may be thereby increased or decreased.

SECTION II

Any party desiring sewage service from said utility for premises not theretofore connection on a form provided by the Village.  Such application shall give an exact description of the premises to be served and the source of water to be used.  The application shall be filed with the City Clerk , and the applicant shall thereupon pay the Clerk, or shall deliver a written agreement to pay, the connection charge in accordance with the schedule set forth below.  The charge for connection of any premises not abutting upon streets or alley where municipal mains have been laid, shall be determined by resolution, is refused, the payment or written agreement accompanying the same shall be returned to the applicant.

SECTION III

Any party other than the original applicant desiring sewerage service for premises where a connection has been made pursuant to Section 2 hereof shall make written application therefor in the same manner as provided in Section 2, and if the connection charge for such premises has not been fully paid at such time, the applicant shall pay or agree to pay the remainder thereof in like manner and time as provided in Section 2 thereof.

SECTION IV

The cost of the original installation of all plumbing between the property line and all service devices maintained by the owner or occupant of the premises, and all extensions and repairs made to such plumbing and service devices shall at all reasonable times be subject to inspection by duly authorized representatives of the Village.  Any repairs found to be necessary by such representatives shall be made promptly, or the Village reserves the right to cause the same to be made and to charge the cost thereof to the owner or occupant of the premises and to collect the cost thereof by suit or action or by assessment against the premises to the extent and in the manner now or hereafter permitted by laws of the State of Minnesota.

SECTION V

Every person applying for sewer service from the municipal system, and every owner and occupant of property for which such application to consent to all of the rules, regulations and rates contained in the resolutions and ordinances of the Village and to any modification thereof, and to all new rules, regulations and rates duly adopted.

SECTION VI

Until otherwise provided by action of the Village Council the rates and charges for sewerage service supplied by the Village shall by as follows:

(1)  The owner or occupant of each residential premises connected with the system shall pay for sewerage service and the availability thereof a charge of $4.50 per quarter.

(2)  The owner or occupant of each commercial premises connected with the system shall pay for sewerage service and the availability thereof a charge of $6.00 per quarter except filling stations and restaurants which shall pay a charge of $7.00 per quarter.  Any combination of commercial and residence shall pay the combined residence and commercial rate applying to each case per quarter.

(3)  As used herein the term "residential" applies to all premises occupied as a dwelling by not more than two families, and the term "commercial" applies to all other premises, except provided below.

(4)  The Sewer Superintendent shall prepare duplicate statements of sewerage charges for each customer and file on thereof with the Village Treasure, and shall mail or deliver the other to the customer.  All sewerage charges shall be due and payable at the office of the Village Treasure on the 1st day of each quarter, viz., January 1, April 1, July 1, and October 1, of each year, for sewerage service rendered and made available during the preceding three month period.

(5)  In the event of nonpayment of any sewerage charge within 15 days after the due date a penalty of 5% shall be added thereto.  As to all premises the Village reserves the right of collect sewerage charges by suit or action or by assessment against the premises to the extent or in the manner now or hereafter permitted by the laws of the State of Minnesota. 

(6)  Churches connected to the sewerage system shall pay for Sewerage service at the same rate as residential customers.  For sewerage service to school premises a special charge of $45.00 per quarter shall be lieu of all other charges.  For sewerage service to creameries a special charge of $60.00 per quarter shall be paid in lieu of all other charges.  The Village of Verndale and any other public corporation shall pay the commercial rate for sewerage service to any and all premises owned or occupied by them.  In addition hereto the Village of Verndale shall pay the sum of $_______ per quarter for service rendered and made available by the sewerage system in the maintenance of sanitary conditions in streets and other public places.

SECTION VII

From and after the placing of said system in operation there shall be created and maintained a special Village Fund to be known as the "Sewerage Revenue Fund."  Into said fund, the Village Treasure shall pay all collections of the rates and charges specified in this Ordinance, or any amendment there of, and such other moneys as may from time to time appropriated or directed by the Village Council.  There shall be maintained in said fund and account designated as the "Operation and Maintenance Account," and a separate account designated as the "Net Revenue Account."  So much of the income of said fund as may be found necessary for the payment of reasonable and proper charges of operation and maintenance of the sewerage system shall be credited to the Operation and Maintenance Account and used only for such charges.  All of the remaining income of said fund shall be credited to the Net Revenue Account, and any money remaining in said Net Revenue Account, remaining after meeting the foregoing requirements may from time to time be used and appropriated by the Village Trustees for any lawful purpose.

SECTION VIII

A Sewer Superintendent shall be appointed for the performance of the duties hereinabove set forth and for the operation and maintenance of the sewerage system, who shall hold office at the pleasure of the Village Council.  Said Superintendent may be a part time employee and if he is also a Village employee in some other capacity, all of his duties in such other capacity shall be paid for out of funds other than the Sewerage Revenue Fund, but to the extent that said Superintendent's compensation is payable for services respecting the sewerage system, it shall be deemed an operating charge of the system.  

SECTION IX

This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after its final passage and approval.

Passed first reading November 6, 1961.                                 Passed second reading December 4, 1961. 

                                           Alfred Grewe, Mayor

                                           Clayton Kopp, Clerk

