CITY OF VERNDALE

STATE OF MINNESOTA

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ZONING AND SUBDIVISION ORDINANCE 61 SECTION IV G (f) OF THE VERNDALE MUNICIPAL ORDINANCES, RELATING TO THE USE OF PRIVATE WELLS WITHIN THE CITY OF VERNDALE

RECITALS
WHEREAS, the City of Verndale has enacted Ordinance 61 Section IV G (f), which requires all potable water systems to be connected to a municipal water supply, if available; and 

WHEREAS,  there are approximately seventeen (17) properties which have continued to use private water wells within the jurisdictional limits of the City of Verndale and which existed at the time of adoption of Verndale Zoning and Subdivision Ordinance 61 Section IV G (f); and
WHEREAS, the City of Verndale wishes to phase out the continued use of private water wells for domestic purposes.

NOW THEREFORE, the City Council for the City of Verndale ordains as follows:

1.
That Zoning and Subdivision Ordinance 61 Section IV G (f) is repealed and replaced with the following language:

  3.
Water Supply


a.  All potable water systems shall be connected to a municipal water supply, if

available.  A municipal water supply is considered available, if the connection to                                                    the municipal system lies adjacent to the property line of any property.


b.  All private water supply wells will be sampled and tested on an annual basis for nitrates by qualified laboratories.  Tests for other contaminants listed in the National Drinking Water Primary Regulations may be required by the City, if deemed necessary.  All testing shall be at the expense of the well owner, and it shall be the responsibility of the well owner to forward an annual sample and certified test results to the City of Verndale by January 1st of each year.  


c.   If a private water supply test has nitrate levels less than 10 ppm, the property owner may submit to the City of Verndale the required certified testing of all private water supplies used for potable water purposes for the presence of nitrates in the private water supply every two years instead of annually.


d.   If a private water supply tests less than 10 parts of nitrate per million, the private water supply system may continue to be used until one of the following occurs:


 
i.  
The real property is title transferred.



ii.  
Any improvements, modifications or changes are made to the dwelling 


which require a building permit.

When either of the events described in above paragraphs i.) and ii.) occur, the private water system will be required to be connected to the municipal water supply within 30 days.    No permit will be issued for any property improvements, alteration or changes sought to be made, until the proper connection to the municipal water supply has been made and reported to the City of Verndale.
In the event that a property with a private water system is for sale, the seller must notify the purchaser of the hook-up requirements of this City of Verndale Ordinance.


e.  A private water supply that tests with a nitrate level of 10 ppm or higher will be required to connect to the municipal water supply by January 1st of the following year.


f.  Private water wells which are continued or maintained after any structure is connected to the municipal water supply shall have no means of cross-connection between the private well and the municipal system at any time.  Hose bibs that will enable cross-connections of the two systems are prohibited.


g.  All domestic and agricultural wells shall conform to the Minnesota Department of Health Standards for wells.


h.  All water systems shall meet the requirements of the Minnesota Department of Health Standards for water systems.


i.   In the event that any private water supply is voluntarily discontinued or is discontinued in conjunction with or pursuant to the Municipal Water Supply Ordinance, said private water supply, including any private water wells, shall be abandoned and shall be sealed in accordance to Minnesota Department of Health Standards and report such to the Minnesota Department of Health and to the City of Verndale.

All connections to the municipal water system shall be completed by a licensed plumber.

The Ordinance shall take effect, and be in full force from and after the date of its publication.

Adopted by the City Council of the City of Verndale, Minnesota, on this 
        4th

day of     ___September___   2007.
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